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Type to the Top 
 

 Type to the Top is a new incentive program to 
reward students for practicing and improving their typ-
ing skills. The ability to type is an important skill for stu-
dents in school and adults in the workplace. That is why 
our school will be rewarding students  at all grade levels 
with all sorts of prizes for improving their typing abilities. 
 Each year 8th graders across the state take a 
writing exam to evaluate their writing abilities. In the 
past, students were given 30 minutes to write their es-
says on paper. This year, however, the test  has 
changed, and students will type their answers and sub-
mit them via the internet. The school’s Related Arts 
teachers have administered a typing test, and are con-
cerned that many of our students, despite being won-
derful writers, may not be able to finish the test because 
they cannot type fast enough.  
 In order to finish the test, we estimate that a stu-
dent will need to type at least 30 words per minute 
(WPM) with 95 percent accuracy. In order to demon-
strate growth, students will take a typing test in the li-
brary, either during their weekly visit with a Language 
Arts teacher or independently during work time. Stu-
dents can earn rewards  like cool bookmarks or me-
chanical pencils even before they hit the 30 WPM mark! 
After that, the prizes just get better; students can earn 
PERC cards, snacks, free passes to home games, out 
of dress code days, and more! 
 Student growth will be measured in terms of net 
words per minute (words spelled correctly) and accu-
racy. Students will only receive prizes if they are typing 
with 95 percent accuracy or better, and they can only 
earn each prize one time. 
 Encourage your child to practice his or her typing 
skills daily, either at home, at school, at a friend’s house 
or at the public library. The easiest way to practice is to 
use a free typing tutor like the one at typingweb.com. 
Typing skills can also be built by typing emails to friends 
and relatives. If you have a computer or typewriter, but 
no internet in your home, have your child practice typing 
by typing your grocery list, a favorite family recipe, or a 
passage from a book. 
 Get going, and Type to the Top! 
  


